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THE FATHER’S COVERING

Dear Friend, 

Luke 15:11-32, is a highly favored portion of scripture.  It is the loving and revealing story about a father and his two sons.  It represents God’s redemptive love for us.  

However, there is another side of this story, that has come forth through a heavenly vision, recorded and printed for all to believe and receive* (www.donpickneyministries.org). 

This story involves a father’s love to hide the shame of his son’s advert poverty.  It also involves an exchange of great amounts of wealth.  This story is part of the revelation of the Day of Jehovah Tsaba (Isaiah 2:12). 

Please take these truths and make them your own.
	Luke 15:11-32
	The Heavenly Visitation

	A certain man had two sons (11).

And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living (12).

And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living (13).


	This is not a parable because of the word “certain,” implying that the people mentioned were specific persons.  If it were a parable, Jesus would have stated “is like,” referring to a like.

In the heavenly vision, the Prodigal Son appeared easily to get to know, likable and smiled much.  He carried himself with dignity, as someone of great means and importance.  He is known by all in Heaven as the “Prodigal Son.”  

The Father was very wealthy and blessed, demanding excellence.  He is known in Heaven as the “Father of Prodigal Son.”

As the story goes, the Prodigal Son made friends quickly and continued in the lifestyle he wanted.  The Prodigal Son never thought he would run out of money because he always had more than enough.

	And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want (14).

And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat, and no man gave unto him (15-16).

And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants (17-19).


	An unexplained and unexpected economic upheaval came.  While the Prodigal Son may have survived it for a while on what he had, he became fearful and panicked.  At this point, he was also no longer included in the social affairs of his friends.  All the good times and money ran out.  While he did not want to stay in the famine land, he was too shameful to return to his Father’s house.

He kept thinking he could get on his feet again, but his friend was not willing to help.  In utter shame, he agreed to work as one of the slaves.

The Prodigal Son’s thinking was not right at this point.  He was selfish and only wanted the goods of his past life, not desiring to go home.  He merely memorized what he would say to his Father, but had no remorse for his behavior and actions.  While Bible readers may think the Prodigal Son was repentant, that was not so.  He just wanted the comfort and the food.  
However, he was not expecting his Father’s response.

In order to hide his Son’s shame, the Father told his closest servant to get a robe to hide his son’s poverty.  “I wanted to present my son to my estate, neighbors and friend, as highly prosperous, successful and wealthy.  I had to cover his failure and take appropriate steps to speak of such honor.”

The Prodigal Son’s response was this.  “While the robe and the shoes were good enough, the giving of the signet ring restored authority of the estate—giving me equal authority with the Father.  I had all the privileges and power of my Father’s estate.  The Father rolled the reproach off of me.  That act of love gave me a dignity that changed me completely . . . and imparted to me a character to be and act differently for the rest of my life.”



	And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry (23).
	An invitation was sent out.  “A party was a way of showing highest honor and respect for those to whom it was extraordinarily due it... those receiving the highest reward for success...and to celebrate achievements.”
  The guests thought the Father’s younger son returned home only prosperous and highly successful, not in failure and poverty.

Right now, our God is bending over with favor to His people (Psalms 103:13).  While many in the Body of Christ have been diligent in the affairs of life, we all have fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).  God is making up the difference.

During this event called the Day of Jehovah Tsaba (Isaiah 2:12), our God will not measure out what is deserved, but instead pour out His loving kindness.  

All will receive the Heavenly Father’s honor and blessings, overwhelming His family with the wealth currently hoarded up by wicked men.  Believers will be restored with His authority to places in the earth that belong to the Church.  God has had long patience for this restoration and for the harvest (James 5:7)

 

	For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.  Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant (24-26).

And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.  And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and entreated him (27-28).


	This same servant of the Father of the Prodigal Son told the Elder Brother what really happened.  At first, the Elder Brother was angry.  In Heaven, he is known as “Elder Brother of the Prodigal Son.”

It was never Father’s plan for Elder Brother to know the condition that the Prodigal Son returned home in.  While shocked and upset at first, refusing to attend the party, his Father came and explained his heart to the Elder Brother.  When he heard the heart of the father, and saw his plan and intent, the Elder Brother’s heart was changed.  This conversion of the Elder Brother was not included in the Scriptures.  
The Father knew that the Elder Brother was “always obedient, most diligent, disciplined and determined, very humble and meek, helpful and hard worker, wanting to please me, and his nature to support what was best for the estate and me.”


	And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:  But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.   And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.  It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found (29-32).
	There are elder brothers in the Church today.  They may not accept initially God’s plan to bless the Body of Christ with the wealth and riches of the Gentile world, bringing a vengeance to comfort (Isaiah 61:2) to those who have failed financially or wasted substance.  However, because of their humbleness and meekness and their desire to please the Heavenly Father and to see others blessed, they too will embrace the heart of the Heavenly Father, as did the Elder Brother of the Prodigal Son.


The heavenly visitation of the Prodigal Son, the Father of the Prodigal Son and the Elder Brother in the Day of Jehovah Tsaba, reveals to the Body of Christ the following truths.

Our dignity will be restored.

Our failures will be covered.

We will be elevated from shame and embarrassment.

We will have removed the degradation of utter failure and poverty.

We will be honored and lifted up to great abundance.

We will be shown to be highly successful.

We will receive honor and blessings.

We will be restored to wealth, and a place of authority.

Our characters will be changed to act differently.

As a consequence, we will not get what we deserve.

The Birth Of Jesus Brought Prosperity

In a similar manner, the birth of Jesus, the Christmas event, known and recorded in Luke 2:8-14, also is a story about how God has always wanted His people abundantly blessed and full of great substance. 

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

This event occurred with angels.  So will the Day of Jehovah Tsaba, because the Lord of angelic armies (Psalms 24) will be in charge.  “Who is the king of glory?  The Lord of Hosts, he is the king of glory” (V10).  

The angels appeared at the birth of Jesus to proclaim and equip Him to be able to live in the earth prosperously and have ability to do His ministry.  In like manner, because the Body of Christ will be equipped with ability to reach every man, will also proclaim in greatness and fullness, “good will towards men!” 

The angels brought God’s message of wealth and riches both at the beginning and the end of the Church age, declaring “peace,” or “harmony, well-being, to which prosperity and abundance of provision” to men.  The angels declared this event to the only “Member” of the Body of Christ at that time in history.  The angels brought the goods of wealth and riches and treasures on camels (Isaiah 60:11), shouting “good will towards men.”   

It has always been God’s plan to bless His people materially and disperse wealth (Jeremiah 29:11).

� The Blessing of the Prodigal Son, Pastor Don Pickney, copyright 2004, p. 18.
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