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ANGELS FULFILL GOD’S PURPOSES IN EXODUS 23
By Rejoice Ministries, Inc. and

“And He Healed Them All” (Luke 6:19) Healing School

For “doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16)

As we study Exodus 23:20-25 in its full context, it can be determined that angels bless our food and drink.  It is God's plan, will and purpose that He imparts to the angel, giving the angel this ability as God's messenger.

“Behold, I [God] send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I [God] have prepared.  Beware of him [an angel], and obey his [an angel] voice, provoke him [and angel] not; for he [an angel] will not pardon your transgressions: for my [God] name is in him [an angel]” (Exodus 23:20-21). (KJ Version)
“But if you obey him [the angel] and do everything I [God] tell you, I'll [God] be an enemy to your enemies, I'll [God] fight those who fight you. 25But you--you serve your God and he'll [the angel] bless your food and your water. I'll [God] get rid of the sickness among you.”   (The Message)
In our study it will remains important to note the pronouns used, as some identify the angel and others identify God.  When the scripture says "I" or "my," it is referring to God, and when it says "he" or "him," it is referring to the angel.  Both the promise of the angel and of the healing comes from God Himself.  
Keep The “He/Him” And The “I/My” The Same Throughout

“But if thou shalt indeed obey his [an angel] voice, and do all that I [God] speak; then I [God] will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. (23) For mine Angel [he or him] shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I [God] will cut them off.  (24) Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images.  (25) And ye shall serve the Lord your God, and he [an angel] shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I [God] will take sickness away from the midst of thee" (V22-25).

The only way we could make the "he" in verse 25 to mean "God" is if we take that verse out of the context of the dialog of the scripture, separating it unto itself.  However, as is, within the discourse provided, the “he” in verse 25 remains consistent with the context.  Hence, “he” is assigned to an angel, and not the Lord Jesus, in order to keep consistent throughout the scriptural context. 

God Sends Angels, Not Becomes An Angel

The capital "A" was placed there by English theologians.  They asserted that this was Jesus taking on the form of a physical man, here, as well as in other noted references in the Old Testament.  However, this assertion does not stand up under the fact that, in order for Jesus to take on a physical body, He would have had to be born of the virgin Mary.  There is no evidence that God would confuse His people by Himself taking on the form of an angel.  Why would He need to?  He has a host of angels to send them to do anything He Himself would desire to have done! 

We Continue To Search The Scriptures

To fully confirm and determine that this "man" form of an angel was, in reality, not the Lord Jesus, but an angel of the Lord of Hosts, we continue to search the scriptures.  

The prophet Hosea would later clarify the fact.  "He [speaking of Jacob] took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his strength he had power with God:  (4)  Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us;  (5) Even the Lord God of hosts [the One who sends angels]; the Lord is his memorial” (Hosea 12:3-5).  

The Lord of Hosts, a Jehovah redemptive name meaning “lord of angelic armies,” would not send Himself.  Because God identified Himself here as the Lord of Hosts, and not El Shadai or Jehovah Shalom or Jehovah Rapha, we know that He sent angels to fulfill the intended purpose, which was God’s purpose.  

In like manner, “Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.  2And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host” (Genesis 32:1-2).  

Angels Are Always Sent With Purpose

We must realize that God’s angels are sent with purpose, and have purpose.  It was an angel that had the power to bless Jacob at Peniel.  "And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.  (27) And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.  (28) And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. (29) And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he [the angel] blessed him there" (Genesis 32:26-29).

The promise of God is that, “he [an angel] shall bless thy bread, and thy water” (Exodus 23:25).  This impartation of this blessing from God by an angel is God's way of promising, 

“I [God] will take sickness away from the midst of thee" (V25). “Midst” means right in the middle, from within the bowel itself.

Just Remain Consistently Aware And Thankful

During the times of eating and drinking, as we maintain a consistent discipline of being aware and thankful, a divine and supernatural process of blessing accompanies us.  Being thankful is a special form of worship.  A transformation takes place, moving us into divine health, onto a life of divine health!
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For more instruction on this Bible truth, please refer to other articles from this Ministry on the topics of faith and healing or The Day of Jehovah Tsaba (Isaiah 2:12).

Using PayPal from my website is one way to help me to preach the Gospel.  Thanks!
