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ESCAPING DEATH—IS IT POSSIBLE?


By Rejoice Ministries, Inc. and

“And He Healed Them All” (Luke 6:19) Healing School

For “doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16)


This teaching is study on the three men in the Bible that did not die.  What!  How can that be?  

These three men are Moses, Elijah and Enoch.  As we look into their lives of faith, we will learn how it is possible to escape death.  

What Is Always An Abomination To The Lord?
We must realize that it is never appropriate for God, or man, to ever talk to the dead.  Because it is “not appropriate,” it however, must be “possible.”
“When thou art come into the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.  There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination [fortunetelling], or an observer of times [astrology], or an enchanter [puts people in a spell], or a witch.  Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord: and because of these abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee.  All forms of witchcraft, including communicating with the dead, is an abomination to the Lord” (Deuteronomy 18:9-12).

“And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter:  should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?” (Isaiah 8:19).  

Man of God Number One:  Faithful Moses
Jesus first discovered the depths of His future suffering on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17 and Mark 9) through Moses and Elijah.  If either of them were “dead” at this incident, they could not have communicated with Jesus about His future because it would have violated God’s Word in Deuteronomy 18 and Isaiah 8 stated above.
Moses had been “faithful in all of [God’s] house” (Hebrews 3:5).  Nonetheless, he did make a mistake in the sight of God which caused him not to be able to cross over into the promise land.  Other than that, Moses was totally faithful over the house of God and His people up to his 120th birthday!  God took him to be buried, but there is not burial spot recorded in scriptures.  

“So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord.  And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.  And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated” (Deuteronomy 34:5-7).

There Is A Mystery
Without this being a mystery, which it is, it could be kept simple, but there is a mystery to it!  It cannot be denied that Moses died, and that God took charge of his body, but where?  Something involving God’s supernatural hand had to be involved in order to have a dispute over Moses’ body.

“Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.  But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves” (Jude 8-10).  

The devil disputed with the angel, not with God, over the body of Moses.  It was not Moses’ spirit that the dispute was over.  Perhaps the devil came to Michael on the legal grounds of Moses’ Adamic death nature, which would mean:  “Moses has to die.  He is a son of Adam.  You can’t do what you are doing!”  We notice here that the angel did not argue with the devil, but only rebuked him.  

The only answer that can be given is that Moses was resurrected, or raptured, like two other men of God.  Otherwise, Moses could have not been with Elijah at the Mount of Transfiguration.  
So the mystery remains that, either the terminology of Moses’ burial is not totally accurate, or his death was changed.  Could not this argument hold true in light that, because Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Moses too could be raised up, translated, or “caught up?”   

If Moses had died, like the other people of God before him, he would have gone into the upper regions of hell in a place called the boson of Abraham (Luke 16:23).  This was a place for the departed covenant people of God before the finished work of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Man of God Number Two:  Elijah, the Righteous Faith Man

Elijah was a prophet of God, but not to the evil king Ahab (1 Kings 17 and 18).  James 5:17 says that “he was a man” doing earthly things as a righteous man. 
When Elijah spoke, things happened, being a man of faith.  “And Elijah said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word” (1 Kings 17:1).  Later he said to Ahab, speaking as a servant of God, “Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain” (1 Kings 18:41)

Elijah spoke the end results before they happened.  “Prepare to eat and drink and leave the mountain because there is the sound of the abundance of rain” (18:44).   It is much more “comfortable” to our fleshly carnal nature to see and feel the end result first, but that is not faith.  Elijah was so certain that God would answer what he spoke, and by the prayer of a righteous man, he went ahead and spoke out, in the Name of the Lord.   

Faith men speak, act or “go,” for God.  Sometimes people of faith do not always look “normal” to others, and even strange, but God is pleased with words of faith spoken in His Name (Hebrews 11:6).  God Himself is a faith God (Hebrews 1:3) and created the world in faith truths.
It was not God’s faith that brought the rain, but Elijah’s faith.  What he believed in his heart was what he said would come to pass.  God put His anointing in him, the force of faith, which caused him to envisioned it and to do it, and Elijah did it.

What Else Did Elijah Believe?
It is not clear when or where Elijah got this revelation, but he also believed he was not going to die.  The sons of the prophets came to him and said, “Do you not know that the Lord is going to take your master up today?” (2 Kings 2:3).   Elijah said, “Ye, I know it; hold your peace.”  They all knew about it and this incident happened more than once.  “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  And Elisha saw it . . . and he [then] saw him no more” (2 Kings 2:11-12).

When they got to the Jordan River and parted it with his cloak.  Elisha there asked Elijah for a double portion of the spirit that was on him.  “If you see me when I am taken up, it shall be so.”  So, again, Elijah knew he was not going to die.  A whirlwind took Elijah up in a chariot, with his clothes on, so he is not in a grave somewhere.

Man of God Number Three:  Enoch Escaped Death By Faith

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God” (Hebrews 11:5).
Enoch escaped the penalty of Adam’s sin nature by faith because he saw it, was persuaded of it, embraced it and confessed it.  “In faith . . .  [they] having seen them and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers” (Hebrews 11:13).  This should be, and is, the Bible lifestyle for all believers.
Perhaps one of the greatest events of Enoch’s life is that he received the revelation of Jesus coming in the rapture!  “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints” (Jude 14).  He saw way ahead of any other Old Testament man of God.
They All Escaped Death
Enoch was translated, by faith.  Elijah was caught up, by faith.  The mercy and compassion of God, perhaps being Moses’ reward for his faithfulness, resurrected Moses.

So, must we follow and believe the doctrine that says we must die?  Would that not be in contraction with these men of God and scriptures, which proved that they did not see death?  If the alternative is possible therefore, shall we allow anyone to tell us that we have to die?  

There Is One Generation of Believers That Will Not See Death

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).  There was one appointment to die, but this one appointment was kept by the Lord Jesus Christ, which therefore then means there is no appointment of death.  “It is Christ that died” (Rom. 8:34).  The appointment was the death, not the time of death, which is mostly believed.

“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed” (I Corinthians 15:51-52). 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

“This shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord.  For he hath looked down from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the Lord behold the earth; To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death” (Psalms 102:18-20).


“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:9-10).  

The Forever Living “I Am” Has Spoken
Martha said in John 11:24, “I know that he [Lazarus] shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  (V25).

Lazarus did not have the revelation that either Elijah or Enoch had, but he was raised from the dead on these grounds, that he did not have to wait until the last days, because the “I am” was there.  

“The secret things belong to the Lord, but those things revealed belong to us and our seed forever” (Deuteronomy 29:29).  Christ died once.  It is fulfilled.  There is no more appointment.  He loosed us that were appointed to death.  The I am is with us and we have Him.  We are His new creations, freed from the appointment of death.
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For more instruction on this Bible truth, please refer to other articles from this Ministry on the topics of faith and healing or The Day of Jehovah Tsaba (Isaiah 2:12).

Using PayPal from my website is one way to help me to preach the Gospel.  Thanks!
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