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THE ROLE OF A PASTOR

By Rejoice Ministries, Inc. and

“And He Healed Them All” (Luke 6:19) Healing School

For “doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16)

Pastor Are One Gift to the Church

The Bible teaches saints are to be submitted to a pastor.  What does a pastor’s authority entail?  The Greek definition of pastor is literally a helper, or feeder of the sheep. 
“And I will give you pastors according to my heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding” (Jeremiah 3:15).  
“And His gifts were varied . . . some pastors (shepherds of the flock)” (Ephesians 4:11 AMP).

The pastor is responsible to preach and teach and to:

“Take care and be on guard for  . . . the whole flock over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you bishops” (Acts 20:28 AMP)
and to
“Tend (nurture, guard, guide, and fold) the flock of God which is your responsibility” 
(1 Peter 5:2 AMP).
If a believer is not certain if an individual is called to pastor, they could judge that person by these scriptures.  
“They that have handled the law knew me not” (Jeremiah 2:8)

“For the pastors have become brutish, and have not sought the Lord” (Jeremiah 10:21)
“Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard” (Jeremiah 12:10).

Pastors are also to “reprove, rebuke and exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2), but correction on personal issues is best if accompanied with a spiritual gift in operation too, such as a word of knowledge or word of wisdom.  
Honest and Open Relationships

There will be times when God will speak to a pastor about confronting one of the saints about an issue that will help them in a direction.  These times should always be preceded with the statement from the pastor like, 
“_______, please understand I could miss it, and you'll need to go to God with this for confirmation, but I believe God has shown me that _______.  I could miss it.  You'll need to check your own spirit."  

While the saint is to uphold the attitude of submission, absolute submission to the word of someone else, in a ministry office or otherwise, is unscriptural.  
The accurate behavior and submission of a believer to a pastor and their ministry is that the believer submit their hearts and lives to the Word of God, the principles of wisdom and a life of prayer and meditation in the Word of God.  
A pastor should encourage believers that are in their care to use their life as a pattern, or an example of victorious living, as he follows the Lord (Philippians 4:9), but a believer should not be asked to submit to the pastor.  
“For you yourselves know how it is necessary to imitate our example” 
(2 Thessalonians 3:7 AMP).  
“Pattern yourselves after me [follow my example] as I imitate and follow Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 11:1 AMP).
A pastor should encourage this behavior, even as Paul and Peter did in the Word of God, but make no demand for it.
God Set Gifts In the Church

There are no unequal levels of authority in the five-fold ministry, as some may believe.  
None of the five-fold ministries have a place of authority over any other.  
If the five-fold ministry gifts came severally and directly from the Lord Jesus, as they did, and if He has called and ordained them, then He alone should have all authority over them all.  The ministry gifts should show honor and respect for one another, recognizing that each ministry gift is primarily accountable to the Lord Jesus for how they operate and use their ministry.  
Religion has set up requirements for some to subject men in authority over others.  Of course if you join such an organization, you ascribe to their rules and you then would be subject.  That is man’s organizational principles to keep order and restrain confusion.  However, it is not necessarily an order subscribed to by the Word of God.   
A pastor or the leader definitely does have rule over the affairs of their service.  If another has a desire to assist and is so qualified to do so, that individual is to ask to perform the task according to a prescribed method and discipline of the pastor or leader.  Outside of that specific setting where the service was offer, a pastor should not attempt to usurp a place of authority over this person’s personal life.  There may be opportunities available for advice, counsel or encouragement to that person, with the privilege to accept or reject any advice or counsel given without any personal retribution from the pastor or leader.

Jesus Gives An Example of Leadership

Jesus said of his leadership in "Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.  But it shall not be so among you" (Matthew 20:25-26).
There should be no place for the exercise of dominion of any man or woman over another.   
"Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble" (1 Peter 5:5).
Both pastors and believers should encourage each other to walk in the liberty and authority given them for their specific service of ministry.  All should show respect for God's leadership, and in turn, expect God’s leadership to show equal respect toward their ministry callings.
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For more instruction on this Bible truth, please refer to other articles from this Ministry on the topics of faith and healing or 
the Day of Jehovah Tsaba (Isaiah 2:12).

Using PayPal from my website is one way to help me to preach the Gospel.  Thanks!
